Welcome to St. Luke’s Church

Sunday, March 19, 2023

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Our Mission:
“To Know God and To Make Him Known”

Visitors are not expected to participate in the offering.
We hope you enjoy visiting with us today. Please come again soon.

www.stlukesakron.com



http://www.stlukesakron.com/

Processional Hymn
“lI Will Not Forget You”

Many men will drink the rain a
And turn to thank the clouds
Many men will hear You speak
But they will never turn around

Chorus: | will not forget You, are my God, my King
And with a thankful heart |, bring my offering
And my sacrifice is, not what You can give
But what | alone can give to you
A grateful heart | give, A thankful prayer | pray,
A wild dance | dance before you
A loud song I sing, A huge bell | ring,
A life of praise | live before You

Many men will pour their gold

And serve a thing that shines

Many men will read your words

But they will never change their minds (Chorus)

Ben and Robin Pasley© 1999 Universal Music,Brentwood Benson Tunes
CCLI License # 73146

Welcome and Call to Worship

Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
All: His mercy endures forever.

Collect for Purity

All: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Summary of the Law

Celebrant: Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment.



And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the
Prophets. (Matthew 22:37-40)

The Trisagion

All: Holy God, Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One, have mercy upon us.

Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.

Celebrant: Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came
down from heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the
world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we
in him, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

All: Amen.

Praise and Worship
“The Steadfast Love of the Lord “

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases

His mercies never come to an end

They are new every morning, new every morning

Great is Thy faithfulness O Lord, great is Thy faithfulness

Edith McNeill© 1974, 1975 Celebration CCLI# 73146

"Great is Thy Faithfulness"

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,

There is no shadow of turning with thee;

Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not;
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be.

Refrain:
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;
All I have needed thy hand hath provided.
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!



Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above

Join with all nature in manifold witness

To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,

Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

Thomas Obediah Chisholm | William Marion Runyan © Words: 1923 Renewed
1951 Hope Publishing Company Music: 1923 Renewed 1951 Hope Publishing
Company CCLI License # 73146

“Goodness Of God”

| love You, Lord, for Your mercy never fails me

All my days I've been held in Your hands

From the moment that | wake up until | lay my head
Oh, | will sing of the goodness of God

Chorus:  And all my life You have been faithful
And all my life You have been so, so good
With every breath that | am able
Oh, | will sing of the goodness of God

| love Your voice, You have led me through the fire

In the darkest night You are close like no other

I've known You as a Father, I've known You as a Friend
And | have lived in the goodness of God (Chorus)

Bridge:  'Cause Your goodness is running after
It's running after me
Your goodness is running after
It's running after me
With my life laid down I'm surrendered now
| give You everything
'Cause Your goodness is running after
It's running after me

Ben Fielding | Brian Johnson | Ed Cash | Jason Ingram | Jenn Johnson© 2018
Alletrop Music, SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia, Fellow Ships Music, So
Essential Tunes, Bethel Music Publishing CCLI License # 73146



"What A Faithful God"

Lord, | come before Your throne of grace

| find rest in Your presence and fullness of joy

In worship and wonder | behold Your face singing
What a faithful God have I.

Chorus:  What a faithful God have I, what a faithful God.
What a faithful God have |, faithful in every way.

Lord of mercy You have heard my cry,

Through the storm You're the beacon,

My song in the night.

In the shelter of Your wings hear my heart's reply
Singing what a faithful God have I.

Lord all sovereign granting peace from heaven,
Let me comfort those who suffer

With the comfort You have given.

| will tell of Your great love for as long as | live
Singing what a faithful God have I.

Dawn Critchley | Robert Critchley © 1989 Thankyou Music
CCLI License # 73146

Announcements

The Lessons

1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23
Ephesians 5:1-14

At the end of each reading the lector says:
Lector: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Procession

(Please rise, silence is kept)

Deacon: The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.



Deacon: Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
John 9:1-13, 28-41.
All: Glory to You, Lord Christ.

At the end of the reading:
Deacon: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you Lord Christ

The Message

The Nicene Creed

Celebrant: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene
Creed:

All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with
the Father. Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the
Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.



The Prayers of the People

Reader: Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying,
“hear our prayer.” For the peace of the whole world, and for the
well-being and unity of the people of God. Lord, in your mercy:
All: Hear our prayer.

Reader: For Foley Beach, our Archbishop, Mark Engel, our Bishop,
Daniel Morgan, our Rector, Andrew Unger, our Associate Rector,
and for all the clergy and people of our Diocese and Congregation.
Lord, in your mercy:

All: Hear our prayer.

Reader: For all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and
abroad; and for all who teach and disciple others. Lord, in your
mercy:

All: Hear our prayer.

Reader: For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted
for their faith. Lord, in your mercy:
All: Hear our prayer.

Reader: For our nation and for Joe Biden, our President, James
Vance and Sherrod Brown, our Senators, for our state and for
Mike DeWine, our Governor, and for all those in authority and in
public service. Lord, in your mercy:

All: Hear our prayer.

Reader: For all those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness,
or any other adversity. Lord, in your mercy:
All: Hear our prayer.

Reader: For all those who have departed this life in the certain
hope of the resurrection, in thanksgiving let us pray. Lord, in your
mercy:

All: Hear our prayer.

Celebrant: Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake
of Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever.

All: Amen.



The Confession and Absolution of Sin
Celebrant: Let us humbly confess our sins to the Lord.

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great
mercy has promised forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely
repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen
you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

The Comfortable Words

Celebrant: Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you
rest. (Matthew 11:28)

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
(John 3:16)

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. (I Timothy 1:15)

If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours
only but also for the sins of the whole world. (I John 2:1-2)

The Peace

Deacon: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.

All: And with your spirit.

Deacon: Exchange with one another the Lord’s Peace.



The Offertory (Tithes and offerings are collected at this time)

Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for
us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2)

“Graves Into Gardens”

| searched the world but it couldn't fill me
Man's empty praise and treasures that fade

Are never enough

Then You came along and put me back together
And every desire is now satisfied

Here in Your love

Chorus:  Oh there's nothing better than You
There's nothing better than You
Lord there's nothing, nothing is better than You

I'm not afraid to show You my weakness

My failures and flaws, Lord You've seen them all

And You still call me friend

Cause the God of the mountain is the God of the valley
And there's not a place Your mercy and grace

Won't find me again (Chorus)

Bridge 1: You turn mourning to dancing
You give beauty for ashes
You turn shame into glory
You're the only one who can

Bridge 2: You turn graves into gardens
You turn bones into armies
You turn seas into highways
You're the only one who can

Brandon Lake | Chris Brown | Steven Furtick | Tiffany Hudson © 2019 Music by
Elevation Worship Publishing, Maverick City Publishing Worldwide, Bethel
Music Publishing CCLI License # 73146

Celebrant: All things come of you, O Lord.
All: And of Your own have we given You.



The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere
to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth.

You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts and prepare with
joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of
mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they may
come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those
who love you.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Sanctus

All: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The Prayer of Consecration

Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you
made us for yourself; and when we had sinned against you and
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent your
only Son into the world for our salvation.

By the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt
among us. In obedience to your will, he stretched out his arms
upon the cross and offered himself once for all, that by his
suffering and death we might be saved.



By his resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell
and Satan under his feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to
your right hand in glory; that we might come with confidence
before the throne of grace.

On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to
his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body which is given for
you: Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is
my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for
many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in
remembrance of me.”

Mystery of Faith

Deacon: Therefore, according to his command, O Father:

All:  We remember his death.
We proclaim his resurrection.
We await his coming in glory.

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption,

O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, and we offer
you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be
for your people the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive this holy sacrament,
and be made one body with him, so that he may dwell in us and
we in him.

And bring us with all your saints into the fullness of your heavenly
kingdom, where we shall see our Lord:

All: Face to Face.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with
him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory
is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.

All: Amen.

Celebrant: And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are
bold to pray:



All:  Our Father Who art in Heaven hallowed be Thy name
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
On earth as in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
For Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory
Forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant: Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup
All: We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

The Agnus Dei

Celebrant: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world
All: Have mercy on us.

Celebrant: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world
All: Have mercy on us.

Celebrant: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world
All: Grant us your peace.

The Prayer of Humble Access

All: We do not presume to come to this, your table, O merciful
Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your abundant
and great mercies.

Apart from your grace, we are not worthy so much as to gather
up the crumbs under your table; but you are the same Lord,
whose character is always to have mercy.

Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your
dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful
bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed
through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore
dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.



Celebrant: The gifts of God, for the people of God. Take them in
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Celebrant: The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven.
The Blood of Christ, the Cup of Salvation.

Music During Communion
“All Is For Your Glory”

There's just one chief end to man's purpose

One main reason for existence

All man's vain and high ambitions

Will one day be brought low, will one day be brought low

To treasure You above all others

To love You like we love no other
Your greatness soon will be uncovered
And all the earth will then know

And all the earth will then know

Pre-Chorus:
For you alone will be exalted in the day
Worthless goals will be exposed as idols that we’ve made
For you alone will be exalted in the day
You'll be seen as rightful King and from our hearts we’ll say

Chorus:  Allis for Your glory, all is for Your name
All'is for Your glory
That in all things You may have first place
That in all things You may have preeminence

Bridge:  So put me anywhere, just put Your glory in me
I'll serve anywhere, just let me see Your beauty
So put me anywhere, just put Your glory in me
I'll serve anywhere, just let me see Your beauty

Tag 1: Catch me up in Your story
All my life for Your glory

Tag 2: My God, my joy, my delight

Laura Hackett Park | Lisa Gottshall © 2011 Forerunner Worship CCLI# 73146



“To Worship You I Live”

| just want to bless your name,

| just want to make you glad.

| just want to move your heart, God.
To give you all | am.

Chorus: By your will, for your pleasure | exist.
You are worthy Lord, you are worthy Lord.

Bridge:  To Worship You, | live. To Worship You, | live.
| live to worship You.

Israel Houghton | Meleasa Houghton © 2005 Integrity's Praise! Music, Sound
Of The New Breed CCLI License # 73146

Post Communion Prayer

All: Heavenly Father, we thank you for feeding us with the
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out into the world to do the work you
have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses
of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

Celebrant: All our problems
All: We send to the cross of Christ

Celebrant: All our difficulties
All: We send to the cross of Christ

Celebrant: All the devil’s works
All: We send to the cross of Christ

Celebrant: And all of hopes
All: We set on the risen Christ

The Blessing



The Recessional
“lI Will Not Forget You”

Many men will drink the rain a
And turn to thank the clouds

Many men will hear You speak
But they will never turn around

Chorus: | will not forget You, are my God, my King
And with a thankful heart |, bring my offering
And my sacrifice is, not what You can give
But what | alone can give to you
A grateful heart | give, A thankful prayer | pray,
A wild dance | dance before you
A loud song I sing, A huge bell | ring,
A life of praise | live before You

Many men will pour their gold

And serve a thing that shines

Many men will read your words

But they will never change their minds (Chorus)

Ben and Robin Pasley© 1999 Universal Music,Brentwood Benson Tunes
CCLI License # 73146

The Dismissal

Deacon: Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God.



This Week at St. Luke’s Church, March 20t — March 26t

Monday
Boy Scout Troop 411, 7:00-8:30 PM (The Harbor)

Tuesday

Worship With the Word, 6:00-8:00 PM (Sanctuary)
Stage 4 Ministry, 6:30-8:30 PM (Conference Room)
Women'’s Group, 7:00-8:30 PM (Common Room)

Wednesday

Thursday
Stage 4 Ministry, 9:30 AM-12:30 PM (Conference Room)
Red Cross Blood Drive, 12:00-6:00 PM (Common Room)

Friday

Saturday
Men’s Group, 9:30-11:00 AM (Café)

Sunday

Sunday Morning Worship, 10:00 AM (Sanctuary)

Lenten Teaching Series, 12:00-1:00 PM (Sanctuary)

Bethel Akron Worship, 5:00-7:00 PM (Sanctuary & Upper Level)
Youth Group, 6:30-8:30 PM (The Harbor)

Upcoming:

Apr. 2" — Palm Sunday, 10:00 AM

Apr. 3 — Stations of the Cross, 7:00 PM

Apr. 61" = Maundy Thursday, 7:00 PM

Apr. 7' — Good Friday: “The Seven Last Words of Jesus,” 7:00 PM
Apr. 8t — Holy Vigil, 7:00 PM

Apr. 9t" — Easter Sunday, 10:00 AM

Readings for March 26: Ezekiel 37:1-14, Psalm 130,
Romans 6:15-23, John 11:18-44




