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Welcome to St. Luke’s Church 
Wednesday, February 18, 2025 

 

Ash Wednesday 
 

Our Vision: 
To Know God and To Make Him Known 

 
Visitors are not expected to participate in the offering.   

We hope you enjoy visiting with us today. Please come again soon.  

 
www.stlukesakron.com 

 

http://www.stlukesakron.com/
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Concerning the Service 
 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Season of Lent: a time of 
penitence, fasting and prayer, in preparation for the great Feast of the 
Resurrection.   
 
The season of Lent began in the earliest days of the Church as time of 
preparation for those seeking to be baptized at the Easter Vigil.   
 
The forty days refer to our Lord’s time of fasting in the wilderness; and 
since Sundays are never fast days, Ash Wednesday is the beginning of 
the Lenten Fast.   
 
Throughout the Old Testament, ashes are used as a sign of sorrow and 
repentance, and Christians have traditionally used the same to indicate 
sorrow for our own sin, and as a reminder that the wages of sin is death.  
(Romans 6:23) 
 
Like Adam and Eve, we have disobeyed and rebelled against God, and 
are under the same judgment, “you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return.”  (Genesis 3:19b) 
 
As we are marked with ashes in the same manner that we were signed 
with the cross in Baptism, we are also reminded of the life we share in 
Jesus Christ, the second Adam.  (Romans 5:17, 6:4) 
 
It is in this sure hope that we begin the journey of these forty days, that 
by hearing and answering our Savior’s call to repent, we may enter fully 
into the joyful celebration of his resurrection. 
 
Processional  
 

“Jesus Messiah” 
 
 He became sin, who knew no sin 
 That we might become His righteousness 
 He humbled Himself and carried the cross 
 Love so amazing, Love so amazing 
 
       Chorus: Jesus, Messiah, Name above all names 
  Blessed Redeemer, Emmanuel 
  The rescue for sinners, the ransom from heaven 
  Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all 
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 His body the bread, His blood the wine  
 Broken and poured out, all for love 
 The whole earth trembled, and the veil was torn 
 Love so amazing, Love so amazing (Chorus) 
 
       Bridge: All our hope is in You, all our hope is in You 
  All the glory to You God, the Light of the world 
 

Chris Tomlin | Daniel Carson | Ed Cash | Jesse Reeves © 2008 sixsteps Music, 
Vamos Publishing, worshiptogether.com songs, Wondrously Made Songs CCLI 

License # 73146 
 
 
Welcome and Call to Worship 
 

Celebrant:  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
All:  His mercy endures forever. 
 
Celebrant:  Dear People of God: The first Christians observed with 
great devotion the days of our Lord’s passion and resurrection, 
and it became the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a 
season of penitence and fasting.   
 
This season of Lent provided a time in which converts to the faith 
were prepared for Holy Baptism.  It was also a time when those 
who, because of notorious sins, had been separated from the 
body of the faithful, were reconciled by penitence and 
forgiveness, and restored to the fellowship of the Church. 
 
In this manner, the whole congregation was put in mind of the 
message of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our 
Savior, and of the need that all Christians continually have to 
renew our repentance and faith. 
 
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the 
observance of a holy Lent: by self-examination and repentance; by 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving; and by reading and meditating on 
God’s Holy Word.  And to make a right beginning, let us now pray 
for grace, that we may faithfully keep this Lent. 
 
 
(A period of silent prayer follows.) 
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The Collect for Ash Wednesday 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
  
Celebrant:  Let us pray.   
 
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made 
and forgive the sins of all who are penitent.  Create and make in 
us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins 
and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God 
of all mercy, perfect remission, and forgiveness; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.  
All:  Amen. 
 
Praise & Worship  
 

“Come Thou Fount Of Every Blessing” 
 
 Come, Thou Fount of every blessing 
 Tune my heart to sing Thy grace 
 Streams of mercy never ceasing 
 Call for songs of loudest praise 
 Teach me some melodious sonnet 
 Sung by flaming tongues above 
 Praise the mount I’m fixed upon it 
 Mount of Thy redeeming love 
 

Here I raise my Ebenezer 
Hither by Thy help I've come 

 And I hope by Thy good pleasure 
 Safely to arrive at home 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger 
 Wandering from the fold of God 
 He to rescue me from danger 
 Interposed His precious blood 
 
 O to grace how great a debtor 
 Daily I’m constrained to be 
 Let Thy grace Lord like a fetter 
 Bind my wandering heart to Thee 
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 Prone to wander Lord I feel it 
 Prone to leave the God I love 
 Here’s my heart Lord take and seal it 
 Seal it for Thy courts above 
 
John Wyeth | Robert Robinson © Words & Music: Public Domain CCLI #73146 

 
 

“We Fall Down” 
 
 We fall down, we lay our crowns 

At the feet of Jesus 
 The greatness of Your mercy and love 

At the feet of Jesus 
 
 And we cry holy, holy, holy 

And we cry holy, holy, holy 
And we cry holy, holy, holy is the Lamb 

 
Chris Tomlin © 1998 worshiptogether.com songs CCLI License # 73146 

 
 
The Lessons 
 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17              Psalm 103              2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10 
 
At the end of each reading the lector says: 
Lector:  This is the word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God.  
 
The Gospel 
 

Sung: Word of God speak 
Would You pour down like rain 
Washing my eyes to see Your majesty 
To be still and know that You're in this place 
Please let me stay and rest 
In Your holiness, Word of God speak 

 
 
Deacon:  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21. 
All:  Glory to You Lord Christ 
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At the end of the reading: 
Deacon:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All:  Praise to you Lord Christ 
 
Sung: Word of God speak 

Would You pour down like rain 
Washing my eyes to see Your majesty 
To be still and know that You're in this place 
Please let me stay and rest 
In Your holiness, Word of God speak 

 
Bart Millard | Pete Kipley © 2002 Songs From The Indigo Room, Simpleville 

Music, Curb Wordspring Music CCLI License # 73146 
 
The Message 
 
Penitential Psalm and Imposition of Ashes 
 

Celebrant:  Let us now call to mind our sin and the infinite mercy 
of God.  Almighty God, you have created us from the dust of the 
earth: bless these ashes, we pray, that they may be for us a 
symbol of our mortality and a sign of our penitence, that we may 
remember that it is by your grace alone that we receive the gift of 
eternal life in Jesus Christ our Savior.  
All:  Amen. 
 
The ashes are imposed with the following words:  “Remember that 
you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
 
Music During Imposition of Ashes 
 

“I Surrender All” 
 
 All to Jesus I surrender, all to Him I freely give.  
 I will ever love and trust Him 
 In His presence daily live.  
 
     Chorus:  I surrender all, I surrender all.  
  All to Thee my blessed Savior, I surrender all.  
 
 All to Jesus I surrender, humbly at His feet I bow, 
 Worldly pleasures all forsaken 
 Take me Jesus, take me now 
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 All to Jesus I surrender, make me, Savior, wholly Thine,  
 Let me feel the Holy Spirit 
 Truly know that Thou art mine.   
 
 All to Jesus I surrender, Lord, I give myself to Thee.  
 Fill me with Thy love and power 
 Let Thy blessing fall on me.  
 
 All to Jesus surrender, now I feel the Sacred Flame 
 O the joy of full salvation,  
 Glory, Glory to His name.   
 

Winfield Weeden & Judson Van de Venter  CCLI 73146 
 
 
Psalm 51 
 

Deacon:  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving 
kindness; 
All:  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 
Deacon:  Wash me through and through from my wickedness 
All:  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 
Deacon:  For I know my transgressions, 
All:  and my sin is ever before me. 
 
Deacon:  Against you only have I sinned 
All:  and done what is evil in your sight. 
 
Deacon:  And so you are justified when you speak 
All:  and upright in your judgment 
 
Deacon:  Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, 
All:  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 
Deacon:  For behold, you look for truth deep within me, 
All:  and will make me understand wisdom secretly. 
 
Deacon:  Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; 
All:  wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 
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Deacon:  Make me hear of joy and gladness, 
All:  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 
Deacon:  Hide your face from my sins 
All:  and blot out all my iniquities. 
 
Deacon:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
All:  and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
Deacon:  Cast me not away from your presence 
All:  and take not your holy Spirit from me. 
 
Deacon:  Give me the joy of your saving help again 
All:  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
 
Deacon:  I shall teach your ways to the wicked, 
All:  and sinners shall return to you. 
 
Deacon:  Deliver me from death, O God, 
All:  and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness, O God of my 
salvation. 
 
Deacon:  Open my lips, O Lord, 
All:  and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Deacon:  Had you desired it; I would have offered sacrifice; 
All:  but you take no delight in burnt offerings.  
 
Deacon:  The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 
All:  a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 
 
Confession and Litany of Penitence 
 

Celebrant:  Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
 
All:  Most holy and merciful Father, we confess to you and to 
one another, and to the whole communion of saints in heaven 
and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought,  
word, and deed; by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone.   
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We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and 
strength.   
 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We have not 
forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.   
 
We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us.   
We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  We have grieved 
your Holy Spirit.   
 
Celebrant:  Lord, have mercy upon us: 
All:  For we have sinned against you. 
 
Celebrant:  For all our unfaithfulness and disobedience; for the 
pride, vanity, and hypocrisy of our lives; Lord, have mercy upon 
us:  
All:  For we have sinned against you. 
 
Celebrant:  For our self-pity and impatience, and our envy of 
those we think more fortunate than ourselves; Lord, have mercy 
upon us:  
All:  For we have sinned against you. 
 
Celebrant:  For our unrighteous anger, bitterness, and 
resentment; for all lies, gossip, and slander against our neighbors; 
Lord, have mercy upon us:  
All:  For we have sinned against you. 
 
Celebrant:  For our sexual impurity, our exploitation of other 
people, and our failure to give of ourselves in love; Lord, have 
mercy upon us:  
All:  For we have sinned against you. 
 
Celebrant:  For our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our 
intemperate pursuit of worldly goods and comforts; Lord, have 
mercy upon us:  
All:  For we have sinned against you. 
 
Celebrant:  For our dishonesty in daily life and work, our 
ingratitude for your gifts, and our failure to heed your call. Lord, 
have mercy upon us:  
All:  For we have sinned against you. 
 



 

 10 

Celebrant:  For our blindness to human need and suffering, and 
our indifference to injustice and cruelty; Lord, have mercy upon 
us 
All:  For we have sinned against you. 
 
Celebrant:  For our wastefulness and misuse of your creation, and 
our lack of concern for those who come after us; Lord, have mercy 
upon us:  
All:  For we have sinned against you. 
 
Celebrant:  For all false judgments, for prejudice and contempt of 
others, and for all uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors; 
Lord, have mercy upon us:  
All:  For we have sinned against you. 
 
Celebrant:  For our negligence in prayer and worship; for our 
presumption and abuse of your means of grace; Lord, have mercy 
upon us:  
All:  For we have sinned against you. 
 
Celebrant:  For seeking the praise of others rather than the 
approval of God; Lord, have mercy upon us:  
All:  For we have sinned against you. 
 
Celebrant:  For our failure to commend the faith that is in us; 
Lord, have mercy upon us:  
All:  For we have sinned against you. 
 
Celebrant:  Show favor to your people, O Lord, who turn to you in 
weeping, fasting, and prayer.  For you are a merciful God, full of 
compassion, long-suffering, and abounding in steadfast love.  You 
spare when we deserve punishment, and in your wrath, you 
remember mercy.  Spare your people, good Lord, spare us; in the 
multitude of your mercies, look upon us and forgive us; through 
the merits and mediation of your blessed Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.   
All:  Amen. 
 
The Absolution 
 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
desires not the death of sinners, but that they may turn from their 
wickedness and live.   
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He has empowered and commanded his ministers to pronounce 
to his people, being penitent, the absolution and remission of 
their sins.  He now pardons and absolves all who truly repent and 
with sincere hearts believe his holy Gospel.   
 
For this reason, we beseech him to grant us true repentance and 
his Holy Spirit, that our present deeds may please him, the rest of 
our lives may be pure and holy, and that at the last we may come 
to his eternal joy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
All:  Amen. 
 
The Comfortable Words 
 

Celebrant:  Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.  (Matthew 11:28) 
 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  
(John 3:16) 
 
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  (I Timothy 1:15) 
 
If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only but also for the sins of the whole world.  (I John 2:1-2)  
 
 
The Offertory  (Tithes and offerings are collected at this time) 
 

Celebrant:  Our offertory sentences are from scripture.  “I appeal 
to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship.”  (Romans 12:1) 
 

“Lord Have Mercy” 
 
 Jesus I’ve forgotten the words that You have spoken 
 Promises that burned within my heart  
 Have now grown dim 
 With a doubting heart I follow the paths of earthly wisdom 
 Forgive me for my unbelief renew the fire again 
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       Chorus: Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy 
  Lord have mercy on me 
  Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy 
  Lord have mercy on me 
 
 I have built an altar where I’ve worshipped things of man 
 I have taken journeys that have drawn me far from You 
 Now I am returning to Your mercies ever flowing 
 Pardon my transgressions help me love You again 
 
 I have longed to know You and all Your tender mercies 
 Like a river of forgiveness ever flowing without end 
 So I bow my heart before You  
 In the goodness of Your presence 
 Your grace forever shining like a beacon in the night 
 

Steve Merkel © 2000 Integrity's Hosanna! Music CCLI License # 73146 

 
 
Doxology  [All rise] 
 

Sung:  Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
  Praise Him all creatures here below 
  Praise him above ye heavenly host 
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Louis Bourgeois | Thomas Ken © Words & Music: Public Domain Music CCLI# 73146 

 
Celebrant:  All things come of you O Lord 
All:  And of Your own have we given You. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

[We invite all baptized Christians to join us at the Lord's table. We offer 
communion in the form of bread, wafer, gluten-free wafer, or 
individually packaged juice and wafer. Once received, step left to drink 
from the communal cup, or step to the right to intinct (dip) the wafer.]  
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
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Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant: It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere 
to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth.   
 
You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts and prepare with 
joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of 
mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they may 
come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those 
who love you.   
 
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
The Sanctus 
 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord,  

  Hosanna in the highest! 
 
 
The Prayer of Consecration 
 

Celebrant:  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you 
made us for yourself; and when we had sinned against you and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent your 
only Son into the world for our salvation.   
 
By the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt 
among us. In obedience to your will, he stretched out his arms 
upon the cross and offered himself once for all, that by his 
suffering and death we might be saved.   
 
By his resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell 
and Satan under his feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to 
your right hand in glory; that we might come with confidence 
before the throne of grace.   
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On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body which is given for 
you: Do this in remembrance of me.”  
 
Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is 
my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for 
many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Mystery of Faith 
 

Deacon: Therefore, according to his command, O Father: 
 
All: We remember his death.   

We proclaim his resurrection.   
We await his coming in glory. 

 
Celebrant:  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption,  
O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, and we offer 
you these gifts.  Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be 
for your people the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  
 
Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive this holy sacrament, 
and be made one body with him, so that he may dwell in us and 
we in him.  And bring us with all your saints into the fullness of 
your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord:  
All:  Face to Face. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with 
him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.  
All:  Amen. 
 
Celebrant:   And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are 
bold to pray 
 
All:  Our Father Who art in Heaven,  

Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
And forgive us our trespasses  
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As we forgive those who trespass against us  
And lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil  
For Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory  
Forever and ever. Amen 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Celebrant:  Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup  
All:  We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  
 
The Prayer of Humble Access 
 

All:  We do not presume to come to this, your table, O merciful 
Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your abundant 
and great mercies.  Apart from Your grace, we are not worthy so 
much as to gather up the crumbs under your table; but you are 
the same Lord, whose character is always to have mercy.  
 
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your 
dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful 
bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed 
through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore 
dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen. 
 
The Agnus Dei 
 

Celebrant:  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world 
All:  Have mercy on us.  
 
Celebrant:  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world 
All:  Have mercy on us.  
 
Celebrant:  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world 
All:  Grant us your peace. 
 
Celebrant:  The gifts of God, for the people of God. Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 
Celebrant:   The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven.                  
  The Blood of Christ, the Cup of Salvation.  
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Music During Communion: 
 

“O Come To The Altar” 
 

Chris Brown | Mack Brock | Steven Furtick | Wade Joye © 2015 Music by 
Elevation Worship Publishing CCLI # 73146 

 
“Breathe” 

 

Marie Barnett© 1995 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing CCLI # 73146 
 
 
The Dismissal 
 

Celebrant:  O Lord our God, grant us grace to desire you with our 
whole heart: that desiring you, we may seek you; and that seeking 
you, we may find you; and that finding you, we may love you; and 
that loving you, we may hate those sins from which you have 
delivered us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All:  Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 

Celebrant:  The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
All:  And with your spirit. 
 
Celebrant:  Exchange with one another the Lord’s Peace 
 


